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Overview 

 

This application is a MicroStation VBA designed to assist the user to import coordinate 

data from Microsoft Excel Spreadsheets, or text delimited files like CSV or TXT. 

 

Pre-Requisites 
 

Operating System  – Windows XP, Windows 7, Windows 8.1, Windows 10 

CAD Software  - MicroStation V8 2004, XM, V8i, Connect Edition 

- PowerDraft V8 2004, XM, V8i, Connect Edition 

Other Software - Microsoft Excel 2003 or later (to import XLS files) 

 

Installation Instructions 
 

There is a setup program to install the application onto your computer.  Once you have 

downloaded the zip file from the ECS website, extract its contents to find the setup file.  

After launching the installer, it will search your computer for installations of the required 

CAD software.  If more than one is found, you will need to select one of them from a list. 

 

The application will install its files to the workspace folder for the chosen CAD 

installation.  This includes the MVBA file and the pull down menu which will be available 

in the ‘default’ interface of your CAD software. 

 

You can relocate the mvba application and menu dgnlib file to another workspace.  If you 

want to launch the application yourself, the command line keyin is  
vba run [dataimport] main 

 

Launching the Data Import Tool 
 

After the installation, launch the CAD application and choose the default interface option.  

Load any drawing.  The pull down menu will have a new option for Data Import, and 

contains a menu item for the about dialog, and another to launch the application. 

 

From the menu choose Data Import > Data Import 

 

Activating the Data Import Tool 
 

The first time the application is launched, it will check for an activation code.  If one 

cannot be found, it will prompt you for the confirmation code you used to download the 

application.  This would have been provided to you in an email after you registered. 

 

After you have provided a valid confirmation code, you will not need to supply this again.  

The code provided after registration will allow you to use the application for 7 days after 

registration.  Once the application confirmation or activation has expired on a computer, 

you will need to purchase the application to run it again. 

 

You can purchase a 1 year license of the application, please contact ECS for details. 
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Using the Data Import Tool 
 

The application will display a small dialog while it is loading resources, and checking to 

see if Microsoft Excel is installed on your computer.  Then it will display the first of the 3 

wizard style dialog boxes.  If you have run the application before, it will preload the 

wizard dialogs with your previous selections. 

 

Data Import Wizard – Step 1 of 3 

 

 
 

The first dialog (Step 1 of 3) asks for the filename.  You can choose to enter either an 

Excel Spreadsheet file or a Text file.  Select the option you need, and click the browse 

button.  Select the file you wish to import and click OK.  Click Next to advance to the next 

step in the import process. 

 

Note - you can have a filename listed in both sections, however it is the one with the radio 

button selected that will imported.   

 

Depending on which file format was selected, the dialog at step 2 will vary slightly. 

 

 

Data Import Wizard – Step 2 of 3 (XLS) 
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Select the worksheet in the XLS file that contains the data you wish to import.  As you 

select each worksheet, the preview will update to show you information from that 

worksheet.  You can also adjust the start row at this step if you wish.  Once you have 

selected these items, click Next to advance to Step 3. 

 

Data Import Wizard – Step 2 of 3 (Text) 

 

 
 

This dialog is used when the user selects a Text file to import.  Select the delimiter 

required (defaults to comma) and the start row.  You will see a preview of the first few 

rows of the selected file.  This helps you to see what is in the input file and helps you to 

make the right selections.  Click Next to advance to step 3 of the wizard. 

 

 

Data Import Wizard – Step 3 of 3 

 

 
 

Step 3 allows you to define the column assignments, and what graphics will be placed 

using the coordinate data.  This dialog is the same regardless of input file type.  You may 

select more than one option to be performed at each coordinate, for example, you can place 

a line and text, or a cell and text. 
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Column Assignments - Select the column of the input file that contains the X or easting 

coordinate.  Select the column of the input file that contains the Y or northing coordinate. 

Optionally select the column of the input file that contains the Z depth.  If you do not have 

Z information, set the depth to Ignore.  If you import 3D data into a 2D file, the 3D 

information is lost. 

 

Vector Option – this allows you to choose what linear or vector information is to appear at 

each coordinate.  To place nothing, choose the ignore option.  Otherwise you can place 

active points at each coordinate, or allow the application to draw lines between each 

successive coordinate read from the input file. 

 

Text Option – this allows you to choose if you want text to appear at each coordinate and 

where to source the text string.  Choose the Ignore option to not place any text at all.  

Alternatively you can choose a column of the input file to source the text string from.  A 

third option is to specify the text that is to be placed, by setting the option to Specify.  

Another input box will appear allowing you to type in the required text. 

 

Append ID – this option appears when setting the Text option to something other than 

Ignore.  It allows you to have a unique incrementing number appended to the chosen text.  

Numbering will start from 1, from the first row processed from the input file. 

 

Cell Option – this allows you to choose if you want a cell to appear at each coordinate, and 

lets you define additional information about the cell that is placed.  Choose the Ignore 

option to not place a cell.  Alternatively you can choose a column of the input file to source 

the name of the cell from, and you will need to have a cell library loaded containing those 

cells for it to succeed.  A third option is to specify the cell name that is to be placed, by 

setting the option to Specify.  Another input box will appear allowing you to type in or 

select the cell to place.  The refresh button will load populate the cell name field with the 

current active cell. 

 

Cell Scale Option – this will appear if you have set the Cell option to something other than 

Ignore.  You can choose to use the current active scale as defined in the loaded drawing.  

Alternatively you can choose to specify the scale and you will be given an option to enter a 

lower and upper limit for the cell scale.  If you want all the cells to be the same size, set 

these to the same value.  If you want a range of random scales applied, set them to 

different values and the application will use a random number generator to generate a scale 

for each cell placement that is between the scales you enter. 

 

Start at Row – this option allows you to start process at a line other than the first.  It is 

common to have a header row in your data file, so set the start at row option to 2 to ignore 

the header row. 

 

Preview – this area will display the first few rows of the input file based on the selections 

you have made in the dialog. 

 

Click Finish to begin processing the input file using your current selections.  The 

application will then display an audit and summary of the input file where the preview was 

displayed.  It will also display a progress bar as it processes the input file – this is useful 

when you are importing large files with thousands of coordinates. 
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At the conclusion of processing, the dialog will remain open for you to review the 

summary information.  Click Close to close the wizard. 

 

 

 

About dialog 
 

The ‘About’ button on each of the wizard dialogs will display the about information. 

 

 
 

This contains version and contact information and the number of days remaining if your 

confirmation or activation code has less than 8 days remaining.  This dialog is also 

available from the pull down menu (but does not show the days remaining). 
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